This analysis began with the question of how much progress has been made in gender equality in India over the past three decades where economic advances have been remarkable. This question was addressed through focusing on processes and outcomes in an Indian community where impressive gains in many areas had taken place over this period. Using social research methods, the challenges highlighted in the above quotation from The Hindu were examined. Areas of progress and stagnation with respect to gender equality and son preference were identified. In this chapter the findings of this study Gender Equality and Inequality in Rural India are briefly discussed in the light of the above-mentioned question. The policy implications of these findings are then explored, and a number of recommendations made, for addressing the challenges noted above and in the previous chapters.
Areas of Progress
This study revealed a community that was essentially agrarian, where its farmers were industrious, well informed about local developments, and enterprising in seizing new opportunities. In the 1970s it had taken up an experiment with hybrid sorghum which was supported by a village cooperative open to innovation and progress. Village leaders had advocated strongly that Gove be spared from potential flooding by an up-river hydroelectric project, and negotiated a compromise whereby village farmers relinquished part of their land to people from elsewhere who had to be resettled. Gove not only benefited from the availability of water from the new canals; enterprising farmers also invested in the digging of wells and lift irrigation, made possible by the growing availability of electricity. Transformations in cropping patterns resulted, leading to a series of important changes in the demand and supply of labor and to the diversification of economic activities. These were complemented by increasing communication and transportation services, as community members expanded their contacts and business relationships with Satara, Pune, and Mumbai.
Agricultural progress in Gove was facilitated by a history of strong political leadership and vision. Although it had split into different political parties, the village had remained united on most fronts, and respectful relations among parties were maintained. The Gram Panchayat system provided a forum for airing problems and complaints, and leaders offered suggestions and solutions to address them.
The village had also made great strides in hygiene and sanitation. Particularly noteworthy were lower disease rates and better access to modern health care. Moreover, collaboration between the health and education sectors, media and village leaders in promoting sanitation, school nutrition, health programs and immunization was impressive. Linked to the success of public health interventions was a growth in the uptake of family planning by women of younger ages. While sterilization was by far the preferred method throughout the study period, there was an increase between 1975 and 2008 in the use of
